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No. 18. Vol. 1. 
TO T. B. ROSE, Esa. 
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF STOKE-UPON-TRENT. 


Sir,—In No. 5 of the Examiner, your attention was 
called to the case of Edgar Steele, who was committed, 
by you, to the House of Correction, for three calendar 
months to hard labor, for breaking an agreement, entered 
into between the defendant and his employers, the 
Messrs Hackwood. In that article it was thought, from 
the language made use of by you, in judicating on 
Steel’s case. “ that the time may come, if it had not al- 
ready arrived, when human frailties may influence your 





magisterial conduct, and when the ends of justice may 
be thwarted by the passions of man.” ‘These remarks 
were called into existence by an expression which you 
had the indiscretion to give utterance to, relative to those 
who took a leading part in the trade’s associations of Pot- 
ters and Miners. Your language was, ‘‘ Let but one of 
them be brought before mz, and I'L, commit him ;— 





I'L send him to the House of Correction for three calen- | 


dar months, to hard labor, or commit hirn for trial at’ the 
assizes.” 


dignified expression of an impartial judge, and displays | 


a vindictive recklersness of feeling highly disparaging to 
an intelligent mi:.d. There is a thoughtless defiance in 
your words, that borders ona total disregard of all law, 
anda supreme contempt for all judicial investigation. 
All that you required was, that “ but onE of them should 
be brought before you, and you would commit him ;— 
You would send him for hard labor, to the house of cor- 
rection, or for trial to the assizes.”’ 
feature in the character of a judge that displays more 
than another the incapacity of an individual for the high 
and sacred position of administering of the law, that fea- 
ture is passion. Where feeling, be it anger, or be it 
sympathy, is allowed to influence the conduct of a judge, 
law is held in abeyance, and justice becomes a nonentity. 
I do not mention this out of a desire to wound the feeling, 
without regard to the improvement of the character of 
the man. I deem ita duty which I owe to the public, 
but more especially to the class to which I belong, to 
call your attention to this peculiar feature in your magis- 
(Bate, Printer, Shelton) = 





Sir, if there be one | 


| and poor. 
This language, Sir, is anything but the calm, | F 


Saturpay, Marca 30rn, 1844. 


Price One Penny. 


terial career, with the hope, that when you see that fea- 
ture in its real deformity, you will use all your energies 
to check those foolish and cruel displays of passion and 
judicial power. 

Sir, had you been possessed of discretion, the advice 
given to you, in the fifth number of the Examiner, would 
not have heen passed heedlessly by, but you would have 
profited from the lesson there given, and would, conse- 
quently, have avoided the disgrace which must inevitably 
stain your professional character from the circumstance 
of your being compelled, from fear of a higher tri- 
bunal, to release the two poor colliers, lately imprisoned 
by you. That circumstance proves clearly that the two 
colliers, in question, were unjustly punished by you. 
Either you were ignorant of the law, or you were actu- 
ated by vindictive or malevolent feeling ; in either of 
which cases you proved yourself unfit to fill the high 
judical station you at present occupy. Sir, again allow 
me to state, that in making these remarks, I am actuated 
by no other feeling than that of a sincere desire to see 
the laws of my country impartially administered to rich 
I have no desire to recklessly wound your 
feelings, or impugn the motives of your intelligent mind. 
All that I seek to accomplish is the habit, on your part, 
of more careful and dispassionate investigation in judi- 
cial cases arising out of trades’ proceedings in this neigh- 
bourhood, and brought before you for your magisterial 
interference. Think with more care, and speak with 
less passion, and the scales of justice will be more equally 
balanced than they have heretofore been in the Stafford- 
shire Potteries. 

Sir, it is strongly presumed, that the whole of the cases 
which have been brought before you, for what is termed 
breach of agreement, and for which you have sent indi- 
viduals to the house of correction for, one,twoand three 
months to hard labor, are such as would not come under 
the interference of the law. Barristers of long standing, 
and men of much progress in judicial pursuits have given 
it as their decided opinion, that, from the agreement 
between Master Potters and their men containing no 
stamp and no reciprocity of interest, it is not valid in law. 
The want of reciprocity alone, it is stated, is sufficient 
to make the document illegal. If this be true, you must, 
or ought to be, fully aware, that there has been a fright- 
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ful perversion of law in all such cases which have been 
brought before you, for your magisterial investigation. 
Men have been imprisoned ; domestic comfort have been 
destroyed ;-and all done in the most cruel and illegal 
manner. If present agreements be legal, what necessity 
is there for government to pass a law, empowering ma- 
gistrates to act in cases like those in question You are 
doubtless aware, that there is a bill now pending before 
Parliament, in which the following clause is inserted. 
Let me beg of you to read it carefully through, and to 
reflect that without this clause, or law, you have judica- 
ted in such cases, and have severely punished those whom 
tyranny has placed before you. It runs thus, 

“And be it enacted, that if any servant, workman, labourer, 
or otber person shall contract to serve or work for any other person, 
and shall not enter into his or her service or employment accor- 
ding to the contract, or having entered thereunto, shall absent 
himself or herself therefrom before the term of his or her contract, 
or before the work contracted to be performed shall be completed, 
or shall be guilty of any other MISBEHAVIOUR concerning such 
service or employment, it shall be lawful For any JUSTICE OF THE 
Peace, upon complaint thereof made upon oath by the master or 
employer, or by his or her steward, or agent, bailiff, foreman, or 
manager, instead of awarding damages or abatement of wages, to 
order that the party complained of shall be imprisoned in the com- 
mon gaol or House of Correction, with or without hard labour, 
for any term not exceeding two calendar months.” 

It is not with the spirit of the bill, from which this 
clause is extracted, that I have now to do, although it 
may be said to be concocted to meet the conduct of pro- 
vincial magistrates in their late and present attempts to 
destroy the liberty of working men, by arting from the 
feelings oftheir own vindictive minds, and not from the 
letter of the law, but with the fact, that honest and 
industrious men have been imprisoned, and sent to the 
tread-mill, for breaking agreements that have no legal 
validity, or reciprocal justice. It isa fact experienced 
by the colliers, and well known to the nation, that 
many working men have been unjus'ly imprisoned by 
local ‘‘harristers,” aud have afterwards been released by 
the more dispassionate and enlightened decission of 
of our national judges. Indeed, Sir, it is a matter of 
much rejoicing, that there are those at the head of the 
nation, so far imbued with the spirit of equity and jas- 
tice, as to be guided alone by the letter of the law. How 
far do those men surpass our village Dogberries in their 
professional career ! How morally superior !_how in- 
tellectually surpassing ! do those good men shine 
above the eager, passionate, and localized creatures 
who exercise judical authority, on the magisterial 
benches of our provincial courts ! Oh, Sir, 1 am sure 
you will agree with me when I state. that these men, 
and these only, are the true pillars of the state ;—the 
conservitors of that which can alone keep British society 
together; namely, impartial justice ! They would never 
ejaculate, “Let but on of them be brought before mx 
and I’Li commit him to the treadmill as an idle vaga- 
bond.” No! these men would calmly investigate the 
facts of a case, and give their verdict aecordivgly. If 

law did not exist, they would scorn the petty perversi- 
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on of power to punish without it. They would hold 
the balance of justice with an even hand, and would ac- 
quit, or punish according to the letter of their duty. 
You, Sir, have experienced the fear of this impartial 
conduct, in a casein which two honest, working men 
were released hy you from the punishment which you, in 
your magisterial capacity, had inflicted upon them. 
Sir, this is a fact, that should lead you to enquire into 
the extent of your legal acquirements, and isto the mo- 
tives that generally actuate your judicial conduct. It 
is a blot on the jurisprudence of a country, where its laws 
are misunderstood, or perverted. Where this stain ex- 
ists, the liberty of the subject is jeopardized, and _pro- 
perty becomes insecure. Private spleen, or party pre- 
judice, may thwart the spirit ofthe law, and justice may 
become a thing for magisterial mockery. How requisite 
it is, then, that those who fill the elevated and impor- 
tant office of administers of the law, should be men of 
dispassionate feelings and exalted minds! They should 
be men of much lezal acquirements, and such as would 
not require instructions in Common Law, from mere 
local attorneys. They should have a nice discrimination 
of the intricaces of of the law, and should adjudicate 
without passion, prejudice, or class-feeling. In short, 
they shou!d be Lawyers ;—HONEST LAWYERS! 
Alas, Sir, it is a melancholy fact, of which you are ful- 
ly aware,_practically aware, that such men as these 
are seldom to be met with. Their appearance, in our 
local courts of judicature, are 
“Like Angel visits,—few and far between.” 
But when they do appear, asin the colliers’ case at Staf- 
ford, at the last assizes, they are like sunny spots on the 
black page of magisterial misrule ;—a few holy drops of 
unadulterated justice on the parched-up desert of local 
jurisprudence ; falling like balm upon the withered hopes 
of bonest industry. O! Sir, they are men to be re- 
vered! and I am sure that you will participate in my 
feeling when I say, they are the only true objects of our 
country’s pride ! They are the patriarchs of the law, 
who, by their example, teach partial and vindictive ma- 
gistrates the folly and wickedness oftheir ways. They 
throw a halo of respect around the laws of our country, 
and, by their wisdom and impartial justice, tend, mate- 
rially, to conserve that which many provincial magistrates, 
in their impotent passions, recklessly, or ignorautly, 
seek to destroy. It isto them that property owes its 
security; for ifthe silly displays of magisterial power, 
which sometimes take place in our local courts, were to 
pass unchecked, that holy respect for the law, which is 
the only foundation for a nation’s prosperity, would sink 
into a fearful feeling of popular contempt ; and the ge- 
neral peace of society would be sacrificed at the altar of 
perverted, judicial power. Alas! what a heavy respon- 
sibility rests upon the heads of those in whose hands is 
placed the administration of the law. If they feel not 
that respect which is due to the sacred power, placed 
within their hands, how can they reasonably expect 
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that the masses will treat with awe, that which magis- 
trates administer with contempt? As well might we 
expect social order amongst drunken bacchanals, as to 
expect respect for the law ina nation where its admi- 
nisters act from passion, prejudice, or class-regulated 
feelings ; where some passionately exclaim, “Let but 
one of them be brought before mz, and xt commit 
him ;—I’xu send him to the house of correction for three 
calendar months, to hard labour, or for trial to the as- 
szes.” No! Sir, ‘*Peace Law and Order” can never be 
conserved by conduct and language like this ; and it 
will be well for those, who use such, if they meet with 
nothing worse than popular contempt, as it is possible 
that actions, for false imprisonment, may be commenced 
against them; and pena'ties and disgrace of a serious 
nature may follow in consequence. The poor are be- 


coming aware that there is law for ‘Aem as well as for | 


the rich. They feel greater confidence in the justice of 
their country from the late colliers’ trials which have 
taken place in this empire: and, now, let me beg of you 
in conclusion to strengthen that coufidence ;—let all the 
powers of your intelligent and impartial mind be brought 
to bear on this important subject;—let justice be done 
between employers and employed ;_let calm investiga- 
tion, unimpassioned expressions, and strict legal validi- 
ty characterize your future procedings, & believe me, when 
I say, that there will never be the necessity for exclaim- 
ing, “Let but org of them be brought before mez, and 
]'tu commit him,---I'Lt send him to the house of cor- 
ection for three «calendar months, to hard labor, or for 
trial to the assizes ;---the idle vagabonds !” MENTOR. 





TO THE MANUFACTURERS AND TRADESMEN 
OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERIES. 
No. 1. 

Gext_eMen,—It is with vo small reluctance, that 
I venture, at the present time, to address you, through 
the medium of the Potters’ Examiner; least the hum- 
bleness' of the publication, together with my own 
position in society, should militate against the accept- 
ance of what I have to say to you. Yet, at the same 
time, I indulge a hope, that, at least, some of you will, 
for once forego all those shadowy notions, which too 
often influence men of rank, and be induced to listen a- 
while, to one whose only aim is, to get all men to live, 
and act, so as to answer the end for which they were 
made ; i, e. to be a blessing, instead of a curse to each 
other. 

The position, Sirs, which you oceupy,—the power and 
the influence you are capable of exerting, ail qualify 
you, for either doing a great amount of real, and per- 
menent good, or of inflicting an incalulable amount of 
evil, not only on those who are closely connected with 
you, but on society at large. For, as Manufacturers, 
you have, in your hands and under your control, the 
staple, or principal, trade of these districts : —a trade on 
which thousands are solely and absolutely depending 




















for the sustenance of life :—a trade, too, which adds no 
very little to the commerce of this country, and, conse- 
quently, must effect, more or less, the interests of other 
trades in proportion to its rising or falling in point of 
value and respectibility. This gentlemen is your posi- 
tion in society, and it is no mean one, but, on the con- 
trary, a very respectable one and avery responsible one 
too. You, Sirs, have, in a great measure, at your dis- 
posal nearly all that a man hath; so much so, that, on 
some occasions, you can by one single act, yea and 
Srequently do, close up the chief source of his maintain- 
ence; and thereby throw him and his family dependants 
on the lap of starvation; only to be avoided by taking 
refuge in one of the poverty prison-houses; Or else pre. 
vented by the hand of public or private charity. The 
power connected with your station is capable of biighting 
the future prospects of vast numbers by impoverishing, 
and degrading them to anextreme. You, Sirs, have it 
jn your power, occasionally, to deluge the homes of 
thousanus with the floods of sorrow; and of spreading 
over the whole district, the black mantle of distress. 
Not only so, but the influence you have at command, 
adds to your abili'y to ioflict evil to an almost unlimited 
extent. Your power enables you to oppress, enslave, 
and to crush those you have under you. But your 
influence may be felt beyond the narrow limits of your 
own factory. One of you may lay down a principle, 
bad in its nature, and oppressive in its bearing on those 
in his employ. But then, willit stop here? No! others 
will be induced to tread in the same steps, and lay down 
the same maxim. The example thus furnished by one, 


| will soon be imitated by another, and another, until the 


same bad and mischievous principle is adopted by most 
of the Manufacturers. And you generally think your- 
selves justified in doing so; no matter how base, oppres- 
sive, or destructive it may be,to the wellfare of the trade, 
or to the working classes; nor how wicked, and hateful 
it may be in the sight of God. If your neighbours do 
so, you must do likewise, or else you say, you cannot 
meet them in the market. Well then, according to this 
mode of reasoning and acting, if you can only imitate the 
bad, and unprincipled part of your class, we never 
need expect any amendment to take place ; nothing but 
a gradual going down need be lovked for. Woe to the 
working classes! woe to the trade! and woe to old 
England's Commerce! But I must leave this tendency 
of your iufluence over each other, and notice the bearing 
your personal influence has, on the poor working men in 
another way; viz, that, if a man, or any number of 
men, take a course which you do not approve of, and 
you think the same to be inimical to your class, you (at 
least many of you) have not only the power to displace 
such person or persons, but, by your influence, you can 
do a great deal towards preventing any other master in 
the district, from employing such person or persons, 
Thus, Sirs, your position, power, and influence qualify 
you, either as individuals or as a class, to prove ascourge, 
and a curse to the wogking clase in particular, as well ag 
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a source of great trouble and distress to the whole 
district in which you reside, and to the community at 
large. Thus, Sirs, we have glanced at a very small 
portion of those evils your station, power and influence in 
society, quallify you for inflicting on the almost helpless 
part of your fellow men. I would to God that you had 
never been guilty of using these powers in such an un- 
justifiable, and disgraceful manner. But, alas! what has 
been the manifestations thereof, in your lives’ history, or 
rather in the course of your mastership? Have not your 
power and influence been put forth to accomplish per- 
sonal, selfish and ambitious ends, rather than the pro- 
moting of the general good? Have not you, (with a few 
honourable exceptions) exerted that little power, and in- 
fluence which you possessed, to oppress, afflict, and dis- 
tress many of those poor workpeople which you have had 
in your employ? Many of you know that such has been 
your practice ; and the God of Heaven knows it too, into 
Whose ears, the cries and groans of the oppressed have 
entered ; and from whence they will re-echo back on 
your own heads, in accents terrible as thunder. Oh 
gentlemen, think on the mischief your power over the 
poor, and your influence over others, has prompted you 
to perpetrate, from time to time, in a variety of ways. 

Again; when we look on the present state of affairs, 
and contemplate the perplexity, and uncertainty of trade ; 
together with the gradual gcing down of the working 
classes ;—their sinking deeper and deeper, year after 
year, into the vortex of poverty, we conclude, that there 
must be a cause why it is so; and we imagine that blame 
is due somewhere. But, as our limits will not allow 
of us persuing the subject any further in this letter, we 
shall leave it to be considered in our next. 

I am, yours, very Respectfully, 
Aaron WEpDGwoop. 
Burslem, March 26th, 1844. 


To the Editor of the “Potter’s Examiner.” 


Sir,—There is, perhaps, no class of beings, in the 
whole range of social life, whose obtrusiveness and 
annoyances are more offensive, and detrimental to the 
true intercsts of society, and the integrity of domestic 
comfort, than that section of the general body, now 
very generally recognised under the appellation of 
“ non-paying members ;” and it is sometimes a matter 
of public advantage, to draw attention to their pro- 
ceedings, and by so doing, warn those who might 
otherwise, from ignorance of their practices, and a 
too sanguine disposition, sacrifice their character upon 
the shrine of the most gross cupidity. 

Allow me therefore, Sir, to address a few remarks 
to those that have not the moral courage, to assist 
towards supporting their fellow-workmen. Either 
through fear, or a want of principle, there are those 
that seem as careless about their own interest as they 
do about the interest of others; or else they would 
not sit down with that apathy and indifference which 





marks their character. They forget the sufferings of 
humanity, and how vast an aceumulation of distress 
they have it in their power to remove! and how 
many bleeding hearts they have it in their power to 
heal with the balm of hope. Yet, for such laudable 
purposes as these, they have not that principle 
within them to remove the least despair; but they 
sit “like patience on a monument, smiling at griet” 
and this appears to be the manner in which these 
individuals look into the cases of distress. Sorry I 
am to say, that there are those who have received 
support from their fellow-workmen, who, like the 
class above, have no sympathy left for those they 
have left behind them. It is surprising, how long 
mankind will suffer themselves to be oppressed, or 
imposed upon, before they make a vigorous effort to 
shake off the incubus. 

The next elass, Sir, to whom I shall address a 
few remarks, and I hope they will take the hint, are 
the late officers that once belonged to our lodge. 
These individuals never make their appearance in the 
lodge. But a moment's reflection would no doubt, 
demonstrate to them, that the desire they so vehemently 
advocate, has soon subsided. To them I would say, 
“having sought, and sustained, the danger for the ac- 
quisition of this liberty, let it not be violated, nor 
impaired in the smallest degree!” 

The last class of persons, whom I have to notice 
are some old-unionists, or self-exalted men;—those 
who think themselves superior to the rest of their 
brethren for talent and skill in conducting the old 
Union’s affairs. When a change of officers takes 
place, these men are never present, nor can you 
persuade them to take office. They have some diffi- 
dence always about it; but when they come again, 
they are continually finding fault with what others 
do. Now these men are like ‘the wolf that killed 
the bear;—it congratulated the country on the re- 
duction of the number of bears, but when a bear was 
found that killed the wolf it regarded itse/f as the 
benefacter of the country. Sir, these men, if they be- 
come useful members of our lodge, will very soon 
perceive that there are other bears already that are 
peeping out of the wood, and that want killing. I 
hope the classes of persons to whom I have alluded 
will remove the cause of complaint and continue in 
Unity. 

I Remain, yours &c., 


A BURSLEM PRINTER. 
Burslem, March 20, 1844. 





TO TRADESMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, AND ALL 
OTHERS INTERESTED IN THE JUSTICE 
OF OUR CLAIMS. 


Fettow-Countrymen,—Allow us respectfully to 
lay before you a true statement of our differences, to- 
gether with some of the main causes which have led to 





ings of 
listress 
l how 
wer to 
udable 
inciple 
they 
griet” 
these 
orry I 
ceived 
> the 
they 
long 
d, or 
Tt to 


ss a 
t, are 
odge. 
n the 
oubt, 
ently 
say, 
2 ac- 
nor 


tice 
hose 
their 
old 
kes 
you 
liffi. 
ain, 
ners 
led 
Was 
the 
be- 
on 
are 


ed 


L 


- 








AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 








those unhappy conflicts now existing between us and 
our employers. 

Competition has ever been the common foe of both 
the employed aud the employer; it has produced mani- 
fold grievances to both. The Masters have invariably 
competed against each other, and by so doing, glutted 
the markets, each vieing with and under-selling each 
other ; each has been driven, in his turn, from his trade, 
and every kind of stratagem has been had recourse to 
hy each for the purpose of recovering his position. 
Reduced wages, additional hours of labour, degradation 
and penury to our families, small profits to the capital- 
list, and a multitude of other evils have followed 
this unnatural system of opposing each other.—If sucha 
system still continues, the cons: quences will in propor- 
tion be agravated, and perhaps then be too Jate to check 
such enormous evils. 

We have proposed to our employers to lessen our 
hours of labour to eight hours per day, and 4}$d. per 
hour; and in making this reayonable proposition to 
them, our services have been rejected, and ourselves 
and families thrown on our own resources, We are 
satisfied if such propositions were carried into operation 
universally, it would be equally beneficial to the masters 
as tothe men. Equalized labour, bringing a steady 
supply to the markets, prevents those periodical depres- 
sions of Trade which have proved so disastrous to Shop- 
keepers and Tradesmen in general. 

Another consideration is, that our lives are in con- 
stant jeopardy from the innumerable liabilities to danger 
which surround us while at our employment. 

We thus place our cause before a discerning public, 
in the hope they will judge impartially between us and 
our employers, and whether our requirements are not in 
accordance with reason and Chistian benevolence. 
Saint Paul says ‘‘ the labourer is worthy of his hire.” 

Labour was the first institution of property : labour, 
therefore, is the source of wealth. Capital is worthless 
without the application of labour. If the labourer re- 
ceives no equivalent, he cannot cousume ;---take from 
the labourer the circulating medium, which is his means, 
and the general Trade of the Community will be de- 
pressed. If we sink, as matter of course, the Shopkeep- 


ing Class must sink with us ;---our interest is strictly - 


identified with theirs ;---our welfare and theirs are bound 
up together ;---we are the producers, they are the dis- 
tributors ;---if we receive no equivalent for what we do, 
it follows we cannot buy. We leave these considera- 
tions with you, and appeal to your sympathy and 
Christian feeling; and if you conceive our cause just, 
and our claims reasonable, we kindly solicit your volun- 
tary aid to assist us in our righteous and peaceful 
struggle. 
Yours respectfully, 
Tue Minens or Nort StTarrorpsuire. 





Dignity does not consist in possessing honours, but in 
deserving them ; as manners, not riches, make the man. 
Perseverance is an excellent feature in a man’s mind. 





OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
UNITED BRANCH OF OPERATIVE POTTERS,. 
TO THE CHINA POTTERS. 


On Wednesday next, April 3rd, 1844, at Three 
o’Clock, P. M. the Anniversary Dinner of the United 
Branch of China Potters, will take place at the Dolphin 
Inn, Cobridge, when every member of the branch is 
respectfully requested to attend.—Tickets;1s. 4d. each. 

By Order of the Board of the United Branch of 

CHINA POTTERS. 
TURNERS’ NEW SICK SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday, the 9th of April, 1844. The Anniver- 
sary of the Perseverance Lodge, of the Turners’ New 
Sick Society, will be held at the Crown and Anchor, 
Tunstall. All Members of the Turners’ Society are 
respectfully requested to attend, as is also any member 
of any other branch 

N. B. Dinner on the Table at Four o’Clock precisely, 
Price of Dinner 1s. 6d. each. 


TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE 
POTTERS, 
AND ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

It is requested by the authorized Debt Committee 
of the United Branches of Operative Potters, that all 
parties, lending money at the late General Turnout, 
and who have not yet sent in their accounts, bills, or 
cheques of the said money, do send in the same at 
their earliest possible convenience, that the said accounts, 
bills, or cheques, may be examined, and steps taken 
to the end that the same may be liquidated. 

By Order of the Central Committee, of the United 
Branch of OPERATIVE POTTERS. 
March 26, 1844. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Received, and shall meet with our earliest attention, 
J. P, Burslem; Horr, Burslem; One who still re- 
mains at the Bench; A Fremate Stitt MAKER; AND 
An Operative Saccer MAKER. 

All communications to the Editor to be addressed 
“ Examiner" Office, Piccadilly, Shelton. 

Advertising scale of “ The Potters’ Examiner ;” cir- 
culation 2000, Ten lines five shilling ; every additional 
line fourpence. 

















THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Marcu 30rn, 1844, 

It is really a matter of much rejoicing, to witness the - 
spirited manner in which the important subject of Emi- 
gration is now received amongst the members of our 
Union and the public generally, throughout the whole of 
the Staffordshire Potteries. The public meetings, lately 
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held for the consideration of “‘ WHAT SHALL BE DONE | opinion is, that it is decidedly wrong to call in “ foreign” 
WITH THE UNEMPLOYED,” have been most numerously | aid. Perhaps if you were to guess at his reason for such 
attended; and the most animated feeling has prevailed a proceeding, you might not be very wide of the mark, 
throughout the whole of the important proceedings. I wont say what it is, but yourself and others may do as 
Provisional committees have been appointed at Burslem, | they please. Itis enough for me, to know that such 
Tunstall, and Stoke, for the purpose of receiving the | mischievous practices exist, and to do whatever I can to 
names of all Potters who may feel disposed to take shares get these removed, in the least disagreeable manner, 
in the proposed Joint Stock Emigration Company. These | possible. There is another trait in the affair that ought 
committees are composed of one individual from each | to be noticed likewise. Is it right, Mr. Editor, when, 
branch; and it is confidently expected, from the spirit | in some instances. Packers have occasionally assisted 
displayed, that their labour will be crowned with every | the individual in question, that they should have « great 
possible success. Indeed, what nobler object can they | difficulty in getting the ‘‘ Brass” from him, for work 
have for which to exercise their exertions than that for | done, notwithstanding he has been honourably paid for 
which they are appointed? They may be said to be the | it by the master; and that he should still stand indebted 
pioneers in one of the greatest works that the Potters | toswme of them? You will, no doubt, acquiesce with 
have as yet undertaken ; and if they procerd carefully, | me in the opinion, that such doings are decidedly wrong, 
but at the same time energetically, in this highly impor- | and that by giving insertion to a hint like this, it may 
tant business, great will be the results ! | have a tendency to deter this person and others too, 

As there are numbers of families leaving, and about 98 so doing, for fear of public notice; if so it = 
to leave, this neighbourhood, for the more hospitable (U"Y satisfy an old friend who is known in our branch by 








regions of the Western World, we beg leave to call their the singular cognomen of, TICKLE PITCHER. 
attention to the Notice To EmiGRrants, inserted in the z tig = ¥ Si 
last page of this paper, from Fitzhugh, Walker, and Co. EMIGRATION,—Lxrrer, No. VIII. 

12, Goree Piazzas, Liverpool, who despatch periodically | TO Mrs. ELIZABETH ARBLASTER. 


fine first class American Ships to all parts of the United | 
States, Every information may be had by applying to 
Mr. Thomas Coward, King Street, Burslem, or accord- 
ing to advertizement. 


My Dear Mother,—It is with the most painful feel- 
ings that I answer your letter of the 14th of December, 
which informs me of my father's illness and death; 
nom | but the ways of Providence are not ours, we must, 





THE PACKERS. | therefore, learn to submit to His will with patience and 
To the Editor of the “ Potter’s Examiner.” pre oF A Boe a rrp the other fog : on 
MONOPOLY OF PACKING. | » and which informed me of my sister's » whic 


I very much regret. But I have no doubt on my mind, 
| that both my sister and father are now better off than 

Sir,—In the course of my reading, I have met with | any state or condition on earth could make them. For 
the above Apothegm in a certain, valuable old Book, | their loss, therefore, 1 will try not to grieve, but I can- 
and as it is applicable to a case to which I wish to direct | not but grieve for your sake ; for, although I cannot 
your attention, it shall serve for a text. This matter | ¢el] Jrom experience what a wife's feeling may be, when 
shall be stated simply and briefly, and yourself, and the | she loses an earthly companion, whom she has been 
public generally, shall be left to judge of its desert of | taught by nature to love and to cherish, yet I can con- 
attention, and the necessity there is, that such things | ceive something very painful to be the result. From my 
should he speedily rectified. The case is this. There | own Jeelings, then, I know, dear mother, that your case 
is one Packer who works at two different places, one of | must be hard, and how to sooth down those sorrowful 
which, a manufactory near to the Church Yard | feelings I cannot tell; but if my company and assist- 
Burslem, ought almost to supply sufficient employment | ance would be of any service to you, or would contri- 
for two Packers. Now, bear in mind, that I do not in- | bute anything towards making you happy during your 
tend to blame the Manufacturers at all, for any partici- | stay on earth, I am ready and willing to render you 
pation in such affairs, as I conceive workmen, and they | all the assistance in my power; which I shall not do 
alone, are at fault. Sutil if this should meet the eye of | merely because it is my duty to do it, but because I 
the manufacturers referred to, I woul: recommend them | shail have a pleasure in doing it. I would leave this 
to use their influence in endeavouring to put a stop to | place immediately, and come to England again, if I 
such anevil. Now, this Packer, in order to enable him | could come and earn a livelihood without being consi- 
to retain the two situations, and to get through the dered, and treated like u slave, as all mechanics are in 
required amount of work, sometimes gets what are | England. 


“No man can serve two Masters.” 


io our local vocabulary termed “ round stick joiners, Dear Mother, mechanics are here treated as gentle- 
7 men ; yea better, for they are considered to be of more 
him. I don’t say that I should complain so much, if | wse in the country; and as to the reward that they 
there were none of his own branch to assist him, but | meet with, you have, I have no doubt, heard many 
whilst there is an overplus of labour in the same, my | accounts ; but I shall speak for myself, and say, that I 


and snaggers of Rods,” alias Crate Makers, to assist 
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can as easily earn £2 here as I could £1 in England ; 
and as to the manner in which I am paid, although 
cash ts very scarce, yet provisions of every kind I can 
procure in abundance. I like this country, not alone 
for its healthiness, its landscapes, and natural beauties, 
‘but for the liberality of its inhabitants and the equality 
of tts laws; and, I know, if you have but courage and 
firmness of mind to brave the waves of the Atlantic, 
‘and land in this fine country, 1 have no doubt but that 
you and my sisters will like America as well as I do. 
” From these considerations, and as there is such a 
poor prospect of my doing you and my sisters any good 
by coming to Engtand, 1 hope, and earnestly request, 
you to sell all your goods, and to bring nothing with 
you but your clothes and sufficient bedding to serve you 
on the ocean and canals; for if you were to bring any 
goods with you, tt would cost as much to bring them 
here, as the price of new furniture. You must first 
come to Liverpool ; and then take a birth, in the second 
cabin, to New York; then, without waiting any time 
there, come to Philadelphia by the railway, fare sixteen 
shillngs ; and should you be compelled to wait there 
any time, go to the Fultonhouse, Chesnut Street, close 
to the landing place. From thence to Pitsburgh, your 
fare will be, by railway and canal in the fast line, 
‘nine dollars each; half price for Martha; thence to 
East Liverpool one dollar, where you will find a house 
ready furnished for you when you arrive, and an 
only son ready to welcome you and his sisters HOME; 
where, I hope. you will spend the remainder of your 
life happily. Now Mother delay no time ;---set about 
the work in earnest, and come as soon as you can. 
Send me an answer soon, so that I may know when to 
expect you. 

Please to remember me to Thomas Deakin and all 
enquiring friends. Give mg love to my sisters, and say 
I hope I shall soon see them here, and believe me to 
remain 


Your affectionate Son, GEORGE ARBLASTER. 
P. S. Vf you should meet with a Thrower who 


wanted to come out, he can have a good situation, or a 
Dish-maker, or Presser. The man that 1 am at work 
for, is now in want of more hands badly. 

John Grocott, the brother of James, left Narvoo for 
Orleans, to meet his wife and family. We met them 
there, and have now brought them to East Liverpool. 
He is working with me, and has dined, to-day, of a 
Jine fat goose, which is no uncommon thing here. G. A. 

East Liverpool, Feb. 5th, 1844, 


TO THE SLIPMAKERS AND LOOKERS TO WARE. 


Fettow Worxmen,—The various divisions connected with our 
trade in the Potteries, deem it essentially necessary, at the present 
important crisis, to call upon every lover of liberty to rally round 
the standard of our trade, and unite together in one consolidated 
body, in order to protect ourselves from the absorbing influence 
of that hydra-headed monster competition, which is tearing asunder 
that unity and harmony which ought to subsist between man and 
man in social and civil society, man arrayed against his fellowman 

















under-selling one another in the labour market; and while we remain 
in this treacherous and disorganised state, our enemies are active 
and assiduous in their exertions, in order to destroy that liberty 
whice we ought to enjoy, and that right which tous, Operative 
Potters, is our due; namely, a fair day’s wages for a fair day's 
work, 

Fellow-Workmen,—The present appeal is written for the pur- 
pose. if possible, to cause all connected with our trade generally to 
arouse themselves from that state of apathy, carelessness, and in- 
dolence, which they have manifested in so noble and God-like a 
cause. Brethren, while we remain indifferent to our own interest, we 
remain equally indifferent to the interest of our wives and children, 
and to our children’s children, in future generations to come. While 
we look with regret at the conduct of those who are connected with 
our branch who have manifested, and are still manifesting, so much 
carelessness and indifference to the cause of Union, we find that it 
arises in some through selfishness and a niggardly dispesition, and 
we are sorry that in others it arises from an over indulgence in the 
intoxicating draft, choosing rather to indulge in that which drowns 
the memory, and destroys that reasonand enjoyment for which we 
were created, in the room of coming forward with their mite, in order 
to alleviate their sufferings, and drive oppression from our land. 
Brethren let us be wise in time: delays are most awfully dangerous. 
Let as not stand idly by, and look with comparative indifference, 
and see our rights invaded, and our homes made desolate; our wives 
and children starving in abject wretchedness, and not arouse our- 
selves at the call of nature, and stem the torrent of oppression, and 
save ourselves and our families from ultimate ruin, let us then, arouse 
ourselves, and not hesitate for a moment in coming forward like 
men who are determined to gain a just remuneration for our labour. 
There is no class ofmen connected with the potting trade, who 
possess more real po wer, when fully united, and their affairs pro- 
perly managed, than the Slipmakers. There ie no set of men who 
are less paid for their labour than Slipmakers and Lookers to Ware. 
Brethren, when we are fully united together, we are strong; but 
when disunited, we are weak, and working against each others 
interest, frittering away our strength and sympathy, ard almost 
strangers to each other. 

Fellow-Workmen,—Let us shake from ourselves this supineness 
and indifference in which we have been so long involved, and let us 
cultivate a kindly feeling one to another, and endeavour to use every 
means in our power to protect each other from the hand of the op- 
pressor. 

Fellow-Workmen,—The Board of Management has the plesure 
to inform those connected with our trade, that they have established 
a Union Friendly Protection Society, exclusively for Slipmakers 
and Lookers to Ware, founded on good moral principles, which prin- 
ciples, when fully carried out, will be of great advantage to itsmem- 
bers in sickness, old age, and at the period of death. 

Therefore, we call on all connected with our trade, to come for- 
ward like men, and enrol their names in so noble a society. 

By Order of the Board of Management of 
SLIPMAKERS AND LOOKERS TO WARE. 


ON EDUCATION. 

I think we may assert that in a hundred men, there are 
more than ninety who are what they are, good or bad, 
useful or pernicious to society, from the instruction they 
have received. It is on education that depends the great 
difference observable among them. The least and most 
imperceptible impressions received in our infancy, have 
consequences very important, and of a long duration. It 
is with these first impressions, as with a river, whose 
waters we can easily turn, by different canals, in quite 
opposite courses, so that from the insensible direction the 
stream receives at its source, it takes different diiections, 
and at last arrives at places far distant from each other ; and 
with the same facility we may, I think, turn the minds of 
children to what direction we please. Locke. 
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EXCLUSIVE DEALING. 


Mr. Editor,---I read with surprise, the letter of friend 
Wedgwood in your last week’s Examiner ; for, though 
it breathes a spirit of purity of intention, it certainly is 
not adapted to the existing state of things in this coun- 
try. I would ask the writer of that letter, whether or 
not the exclusive system is not practised more in reli- 
gious societies, than amongst any other combina’ion of 
individuals in this empire! I would refer friend Wedg- 
wood to the body of quakers, one of the most respecta- 
ble, honest and christian bodies that Europe can boast 
of. Do not they deal exclusively? is not the first law 
of nature acted upon by them? viz, self-preservation ; 
which is quite in accordance with the dictates of reason. 
If we are to be governed by the system which friend 
Wedgwood lays down, we must advance the interests 
of those opposed to us, and the more contemptuous 
treatment, we receive, the more must we act the fawn- 
ing, and crouching slave. Therefore, Mr. Editor, I 
conclude with the following remark; Let the enemy of 
the poor man, “gang his ain gait” for no support, shall he 
have from me, or mine. 


Yours respectfully C. W. 
March 25th, 1844. 





UNION! 
Sinking ’neath tyrannic might, 
Robb’d of every human right, 
Pierced with hunger, want, and woe, 
Dragging our existence through :— 
Life a misery, wish’d to end,— 
Death e’en welcom’d as a friend ! 
Such were what we were before 
The Union burst upon the poor !— 
Cheering light now shines again, 
Union comes the friend of men! 
Hearts and hands ate now combined 
With each firm and noble mind, 
Virtue sheds her light once more j— 
Despots’ sway, shall soon be o'er! T. 8. 


THE EMIGRANT’S FAREWELL. 


Farewell to thee, England, my dear native shore, 
I go, in a far distant region to dwell ; 
I shall roam through thy fields and thy meadows no more, 
Nor stray on thy coasts by the moonlight.—-Farewell ! 
Farewell to those friends with whom often I rov’d 
Through scenery whose beauties no language could tell ; 
And thou, dearest maid, whom so fondly I lov'd, 
With a sigh I now bid thee for ever—Farewell ! 
And if, as I’m borne o’er the perilous ocean, 
One thought of the past my fond bosom should swell, 
Twill be the bright glow of that tender emotion 
I felt, when for ever I bade you—Farewell! M. J. 


BELGIAN ONIONS ON SALE, 
AT FOUR SHILLINGS THE BUSHEL, 
At Ebbern’s Wharf, Stoke Bridge, or at Mr. Rhead’s 
4 House, Albion Street, Shelton. 
WHOLESALE 3s. 6d., Per BUSHEL. 








NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 


FITZIIUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE} PIAZZAS, 


LIVERPOOL, 
Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 


Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports,*viz :— 


NEW YORK, BOSTON, 
PHILADELPHIA, and 
BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 


And which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
They are fitted up expressly for the comfort @nd convenience of 
Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passengers. Persons about to 
emigrate, may save themselves the expense and delay of waiting in 
Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im- 
mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
&c. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 


Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Act of 
Parliament, without extra charge. 


@@ Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 


For New York, the “IRVINE,” to Sail 5th, April. 
For New Orteans, NEW SHIP, to Sail 5th April. 


FREE TRADE, NO MONOPOLY. 


Finest American Cheese, 5d. & 6d. per pound; Finest 
American Butter 6d. per pound ; prime Welsh Butter 9d. 
per pound; Bacon and Hams, 6d. & 7d. per pound. 


SHROPSHIRE FLOUR, 


and every article in the Grocery and General Provision 
trade, for the lowest possible profit, at, 


MASON’S 
Grocery and Provision Warehouse, 
BOTTOM OF PICCADILLY, SHELTON, 
Near the King’sHead Inn. 





To the Independent Operatives of the Staffordshire 
Potteries ! 

IF YOU WANT TO BUY A CHEAP HAT, 
GO TO 
SALISBURY, AND Co.'s 
HAT DEPOTS, BURSLEM, OR CORNER ‘OF 
TONTINE STREET, HANLEY, 


Wt you will find Beaver and Silk Hats, French and 
Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety. 
Observe they are the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 

and by their extensive Business, they are determined to sell at 

small profits, and quick returns ! 





Printed for the Executive of ‘The United Branches of Operative 
Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke. &c. &c. 


BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON. 








Ne 


—— - — - 


